IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In^J^pplicant 

DON M. HANNEGAN 

Filed: September 1 9, 2003 

Serial No.: 10/666,088 

For: METHOD FOR PRESSURIZED 
MUD CAP AND REVERSE 
CIRCULATION DRILLING FROM 
A FLOATING DRILLING RIG 
USING A SEALED MARINE 
RISER 



Confirmation No.: 



8979 



Art Unit: 3673 
Examiner: 

Docket No.: H055010.0048US0 

Customer No.: 01200 



POWER OF ATTORNEY BY ASSIGNEE 

Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 3.71 and 3.73(b), the undersigned assignee of record of the 
entire right, title and interest in the above-identified patent/patent application by virtue of an assignment 
recorded (check as applicable): 

[ ] Concurrently Herewith 
[X] Date Recorded 02/11/2004 
[X] Reel 014976 Frame 0169 



elects to conduct the prosecution of the application/maintenance of the patent to the exclusion of the named 
inventor(s) or previous assignee(s). The undersigned hereby declares that he is an officer of Assignee and has 
reviewed the above-referenced assignment and hereby declares that, to the best of his knowledge, title is in the 
Assignee, WEATHERFORD/LAMB, INC. and further declares that all statements made herein of his own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true. The 
Assignee hereby revokes any previous powers of attorney and appoints the registered attorneys and agents 
associated with Customer No. 01200, namely, AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP, as its 
attorneys/agents with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application, maintain this 
patent and transact all business in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

Please direct all communications to: AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP, 1111 
Louisiana Street, 44 th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002, (713) 220-5800, FAX: (713) 236-0822, to the attention 
of: Richard D. Fladung 

ASSIGNEE 



Date: lS Af^V g^ O Y 



By: 




Name: Scott H. Brown 
Title: Patent Counsel 
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* uT< Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 

'Jo/ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

r the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b) 

Applicant/Patent Owner: Don M. Hannegan : 



Application No./Patent No.: 10/666,088 Filed/Issue Date: 09/19/2003 



Entitled: method for pressurized mud cap and reverse circulation drilling from a floating rig using a sealed marine riser 



Weatherford/Lamb, Inc. , a Delaware corporation 

(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.) 

states that it is: 

1.0 the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 

2. □ an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest. 

The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is % 

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

A. [✓] An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 014976 Frame 0169 or for which a copy thereof is 
attached. 



OR 



B. [ ] A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 
below: 



1. From:- 



To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



2. From: 



To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



3. From: 



To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

[ ] Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

[ ] Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 

[NOTE: A separate copy {i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be 
submitted to Assignment Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, if the assignment is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 



ned (whose title is supplii 



The undersigned (whos^ title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf o 



Date 
713-693-4000 




Telephone number 



Signature 



Patent Counsel 
Title 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



PTO/SB/92 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0561-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.8 

— Power of Attorney by Assignee 
—Statement Under 37 CFR 3.73(B) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



on August 27, 2004 

Date 




Holly Tuynman 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .8. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.8 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



